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program	 (IP),	which	aimed	 to	 educate	 the	best	 and	brightest	 students	 on	how	 to	pass	 the	














	 In	addition,	 this	new	system	needs	 to	be	carefully	considered,	because	 it	was	executed	
during	a	period	of	economic	deflation	and	declining	birthrate.	Looking	back	at	 the	history	of	
education	 in	Japan	shows	 that	 the	educational	 system	has	been	developed	and	supported	by	
economic	growth	until	 the	1980s.	Economic	growth	 required	multiple	new	 types	of	human	
resources,	which	resulted	 in	a	science-orientated	educational	policy	and	the	development	of	a	









	 In	Japan,	 the	secondary	education	system	 is	divided	 into	two	terms:	 three	years	 from	the	
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	 One	of	 the	 reasons	behind	 the	 introduction	 of	 a	 6-year	 IP	was	 to	bring	a	 school-based	
curriculum	or	reforms	to	revise	the	secondary	education	curriculum	of	public	schools.	Through	a	
series	of	reforms,	 the	government,	 including	 local	governments,	 tried	to	enhance	the	appeal	of	
public	schools,	especially	in	the	age	of	neo-liberalism.
4.	 Success	of	Private	Secondary	Schools












































Co o p e r a t i v e	
Style
The	school	provides	a	6-year	program	 in	collaboration	with	some	 junior	high	schools	 in	 the	
area.	The	junior	high	schools	may	admit	their	students	without	an	entrance	examination.	Most	
schools	of	this	type	are	established	in	rural	areas.










	 f.	 	 Incorporating	traditional	culture
	 g.		 Giving	enough	 time	 to	students	who	want	 to	gradually	deepen	 their	knowledge,	not	
quickly
	 Most	schools	have	tried	to	create	a	unique	curriculum	according	to	these	points.






















	 In	order	 to	attain	 these	high	 ideals,	 this	 school	provides	a	 special	 curriculum:	Scientific	
Research	(SR),	International	Studies	(IS),	Career	Studies	(CS),	and	Thinking	Method	(TM).
	 SR	 involves	cross-curricular	activities,	mainly	across	scientific	subjects,	 that	 focus	on	 the	
environment	and	use	a	wide	range	of	scientific	methods.	Through	these	activities,	students	can	
acquire	a	scientific	perspective	and	problem-solving	ability.
	 IS	 involves	cross-curricular	activities,	mainly	across	social	 science	and	 language	subjects.	
Through	 these	 activities,	 including	attachment	programs	abroad,	 students	 can	 learn	about	
multiculturalism	and	gain	presentation	skills	as	well	as	other	skills.








results.”	Most	parents	of	 the	students	 in	 this	school	are	highly	educated,	with	relatively	high	
incomes,	and	are	more	 interested	 in	comparing	the	education	that	 their	children	receive	with	
that	provided	to	children	in	other	schools.	Moreover,	our	data	shows	that	they	are	interested	in	
academic	achievement,	 especially	 the	achievement	of	passing	 the	entrance	examinations	of	
tertiary	institutes.	Therefore,	the	management	should	pay	attention	to	short-term	as	well	as	long-
term	learning	outcomes.	This	may	be	considered	a	dilemma	of	such	secondary	schools.






















	 In	addition,	 in	order	 to	pass	 the	entrance	examination	of	a	6-year	 integrated	secondary	
school,	 it	 is	said	that	children	and	parents	should	start	preparing	 from	the	 fourth	grade.	This	
requires	parents	to	pay	extra	cost	and	is	not	cheap[4].	If	that	is	the	case,	it	will	foster	and	extend	
social	disparity.	As	mentioned	above,	the	6-year	IP	provided	by	a	small	number	of	private	and	




learning	experience	we	should	provide.	Without	 this	kind	of	 fundamental	 reflection	upon	 the	
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